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SUBJECT: JOSHUA NKOMO AND THE SAUDIS 

REF: STATE 129; STATE 190448 

1 . OUR ASSESSMENT OF NKOMO AND HIS POTENTIAL HAS NOT 
CHANGED SUBSTANTIALLY FROM THE INFORMATION WE PROVIDED 
IN STATE 190448. DURING THE COURSE OF THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE, NKOMO PROVED HIMSELF TO BE A TOUGH AND WILY 
NEGOTIATOR. HIS ALLIANCE WITH MUGABE AND MUGABE'S 
RADICAL COHORTS, THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS IS AN UNEASY, 

TACTICAL ARRANGEMENT AND HAS NOT INDUCED NKOMO TO 
ABANDON HIS PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO RHODESIA'S FUTURE. 

2. NKOMO IS ESSENTIALLY A MAN INTERESTED IN POWER. HE 
KEEPS HIS LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS OPEN TO RADICALS AND 
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MODERATES IN AFRICA, AS WELL AS TO OURSELVES AND THE 

SOVIETS. HE ENJOYS BROAD AFRICAN SUPPORT. PRIOR TO 

AND DURING GENEVA, NKOMO HAS IMPROVED HIS POSITION WITH 

THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS AND THE AFRICANS MOST INTERESTED 

IN RHODESIA'S FUTURE. IT IS IN OUR INTERESTS TO MAKE 

SURE THAT AS MANY MODERATES AS POSSIBLE, INCLUDING 

THE SAUDIS, ARE IN TOUCH WITH HIM. FOR THE REASONS YOU 
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CITED AS WELL AS THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING A POSITION 

OF NEUTRALITY DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS, WE HAVE NOT 
EMBRACED NKOMO AND HIS FACTION. 

3. THOUGH BETTER FINANCED THAN MOST, NKOMO'S NEEDS ARE 
CONSIDERABLE. HE OPERATES AN EXTENSIVE POLITICAL 
NETWORK IN RHODESIA, AND MAINTAINS A SIGNIFICANT EXTERNAL 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY ORGANIZATION. HE IS CERTAIN TO 
ASK THE SAUDIS FOR SUPPORT. 

KISSINGER 
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